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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Clay County: 

Situated in Northeast Florida, Clay County lies southwest of the city of Jacksonville and west of 

historic St. Augustine.  Clay County’s entire eastern border is located along the St. Johns River, 

and miles of undeveloped woodlands make up most of its interior.  Clay County offers a diverse 

mixture of suburban and rural areas and is a vivid panorama of productive, modern living; superior 

schools; a well-trained, skilled workforce; bustling retail centers and economic vitality. 

Once a part of Duval County (Jacksonville), Clay County was carved out in December 1858.  The 

county consists of four incorporated municipalities: Orange Park, Green Cove Springs, Penny 

Farms, and Keystone Heights, as well as one unincorporated municipality, Middleburg. 

The military has also played an important role in Clay County history.  In 1939, Camp Blanding 

opened on Kingsley Lake in central Clay County.  The Florida National Guard developed this 

28,000 acre complex.  During World War II, it trained over 90,000 troops and became the fourth 

largest ‘city’ in the state.  In Green Cove Springs, Lee Field was a flight training center.  After 

World War II, Lee Field became a base for the mothball fleet.  Although Lee Field closed in the 

early 1960’s, Camp Blanding continues to operate today.  Clay County is also a popular choice 

of residence for military personnel who are stationed on bases in nearby Duval County (NAS 

Jacksonville, NS Mayport). 

Clay County is a haven for those who love nature and the outdoors and is the home of some of 

the region’s best golf courses, public parks and walking & bicycling trails.  Additionally, Clay 

County offers boating, fishing, canoeing and kayaking on forty-six square miles of lakes and 

rivers. 

Property Location: 

The Challenger Center is located in Clay County FL along Challenger Drive, north of Blanding 

Boulevard.  Within 5 miles of the Cecil Commerce Center, the development is in a prime location 

to provide ancillary services to the burgeoning Aerospace, Aviation and Technology industries 

proposed for the Cecil Commerce Center and the Cecil Space Port.  It is also located near the St. 

Vincents Hospital and many residential developments among them, Clay County’s premier 

Oakleaf Plantation. 

Road Construction Timeline: 

The First Coast Expressway is a three phase FDOT construction project of a four-lane limited 

access toll facility, also known as SR #23.  Phase One is currently under construction beginning 

at I-10 in Duval County running south into Clay County and terminating at Blanding Boulevard 

(SR #21).  Phase Two and Three will continue the toll facility through Clay County, crossing the 

St. Johns River into St. Johns County and terminating at I-95.  The First Coast Expressway 

improvements consist of the recently completed northbound Challenger Drive and southbound 

Discovery Drive frontage roads.  Both frontage roads begin at Old Jennings Road with a crossover 

at Trail Ridge Road and end north of Oakleaf Plantation Parkway. For more information visit:  

www.firstcoastexpressway.com. 
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